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later crossed to the south bank of the river, where he held
a line from Arcis to the village of Torcy. There he was
visited by Napoleon, and during the course of inspection
an officer was sent forward to reconnoitre. He was a
young man of the partially trained cadet type, and some-
how failed to observe the approach of a strong Allied
army under Schwartzenberg. So it happened that the
conversation of Emperor and Marshal was interrupted
by a sudden attack. Napoleon galloped off to take charge
at Arcis, leaving Ney in command of the village with
instructions not to yield a foot of ground to the enemy
whose numbers, during the fighting, -were brought up
to 20,000.
The encounter that followed almost approaches the
parallel achieved by the rear-guard actions of iSi2. First
the French were driven out of the village; Ney, putting
himself at the head of bayonets, retrieved it; posts on
the southern end were overwhelmed, twice in suc-
cession; and each time the French hold was re-established;
a ceaseless bombardment by heavy guns set fire to the
houses, and, thus lighted, the terrible weight of the
Russian Guard was thrown upon the thin, straining
remnant that stood for the honour of the Grand
Army.
Evening, firelit and resounding, closed down on the
struggle, with the Allied ranks drawing apart to make
way for a cavalry onset. Sabre flashing, in and out of the
twilight, was added to the work of musket and artillery.
But Torcy, and Napoleon's order, remained inviolate.
The Allies drew back under darkness, leaving Ney with
more than a thousand casualties and his brilliant defensive
record with a new lustre.
Meanwhile, the French observation work remained
imperfect, and Ney was ordered to attack the high ground
outside Torcy -where reinforcements had made the Allied
total 100,000, with 370 guns. This move -was actually
in progress when a further survey showed up the error,
and after an exchange of gunfire, with minor cavalry
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